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This Paper is transinitted for the personal i 




by direction of the Secretary of State for War 
and is to be considered strictly Confidential, 



ROUTE REPORT. 



Beni Suef to Convents of St. Antony and St. Paul, near Gulf 

of Suez, thence south to Wady Hanshieh and back to 
the N ile at Beni Hassan. 


Lieutenant H. G. Lyons, R.E., 1891. 


19^/j April .—Started at 9 a.m. and rode in a northerly direction for two Beni Suef. 
hours along the back of the Nile to the ferry, which is opposite the village Dar 
El Asfur. 

The bank, a few (10 feet ?) feet above the water, was taken as the datum 
for aneroid readings. 

Went for half-an-hour south of east to get clear of the village, and then 
halted for the night in a shallow wady. No fuel or camel forage. 


2\st April .—Started up the rising ground east-north-east, with the mass of 
Jebel Shebun (Humah Shebun) on the right front, the cliffs of Jebel Asfur on 
the left, north of the village, and at the foot of them Wady Shebun. The 
ground was much grubbed up for gypsum. The track closes gradually upon 
Jebel Shebun (a mass of horizontally-bedded limestone, with low hills at its 
foot) and soon comes to the head of Wady Shebun; then turns to the left 
through a low ridge, and drops into Wady Tawartu, where there is a good deal 
of firewood and green scrub. Crossing this it leads close under the cliffs of 
Humah El Shebun, while on the left Wady El Ramliyeh runs to join Wady 
Tawartu and then to the Nile, apparently north of Jebel Asfur. Later, when 
Humah El Shebun turns off south, the track falls into the large open Wady El 
Lashub, which joins Wady Ramliyeh. The track rises steadily crossing low 
ridges only to fall again into a small upper branch of the main wady, and the 
cliffs bounding the drainage area fall back gradually and become reduced in 
height till, on the plateau being reached, they have dwindled to low hills. 

Halted for the night on the plateau. No firewood, except what was brought 
from wadys passed through during the afternoon. 


22nd April .—An hour after starting the small wadys begin to drain to the 
right, most probably to Wady Sennur. Plateau the same as yesterday 
afternoon, a bare stony plain, firm and pleasant to walk upon, and no 
vegetation until Wady Sennur is reached. This wady, a mile wide where 
crossed with a considerable amount of green scrub and bushes, is the main 
drainage wady of this part, and runs into the Nile valley some way above Beni Wady 

In a side wady, to the north side of the main wady, there were three Sennur 


Suef. 

pools 6 feet to 10 feet square, and 9 inches to 2 feet deep of good water, 
marks on the rock sides it appeared that the water at times stands some 2 feet 
deeper. Many signs of fires, &c., showing it to be a regular halting place. In 
one part the floor of the wady was covered with quantities of flint knives and 
scrapers, and the cores from which they had been struck. 

Leaving the wady the track soon rises again to the plateau, and crosses 
several wadys near their commencement, which drain to Wady Sennur. 

At W'ady Nehash the water-parting has been crossed, and the drainage is 
to the Wady Araba and the Red Sea. 

Halted for the night in Wady Dahaat; plenty of fuel and forage. 


springs 


or 


wells. 


(b 296)—394wo 














































AVady 
Araba 
springs, 
north side. 


Convent of 

St. Anton3% 


Gulf of 
Suez. 


Convent of 
St. Paul. 





2Zrd April .—Again on plateau till Wady Kolail is reached, which is 

falling' steeply into Wady Araba. Amount of descent 140 feet 



zigzag gorge 

vertical. On each side vertical walls of rock 100 feet to 150 feet high. 
P.assable for camels, mules, and for led horses, though rough and full of rounded 
boulders. 

Wady Araba is a wady some 20 miles wide, bounded on either side 
limestone cliifs 1,200 feet to 1,800 feet high, and contains very little green 
scrub or vegetation except where springs crop out. The first of these is about 
5 miles from where Wady Kolail falls into the Wady Araba, and is close 
under the cliffs on the northern side of the valley. There arc two pools some 
20 feet square, and about 18 inches to 2 feet deep, and have, at the present 

The water is good, but for a halt 

of the quantity of 


time, running -water trickling through them, 
of more than a day it would be well to clear the pools 


vegetable matter which has accumulated in them. There are four trees and one 
palm round the spring, and a few more trees near. 

Crossed the wady and halted for the night 3 miles from the cliffs on the 
south side of the valley in Wady Aschar^ 


24//i April .—The track now leads up and down over some rather rough 
ground, caused by small tributary wadys from the hills to the south (Jebel 
Gallala), cutting through the rubbish in the main wady, and after three hours 
the palms of the convent of St. Antony were scon overtopping the wall. The 
wall is about 40 feet high, built of stone, and encloses an area about 400 yards 
by 80 yards. In the centre of one of the long sides there is a semicircular 
rece.ss, closed at the top by a wooden flooring and a trap-door, through this we 
were hauled by a rope (^35 feet) and then went to the houses. These 
are of stone and mud ami only slightly better than the ordinary Arab dwell¬ 
ings ; they are usually two and sometimes three stories high. There are three 
churches, very small and also dirty, and one of them is said to date from the 
3rd Century. The gardens grow date-palms, pomegi'anates, figs, garlic, onions, 
and are plentifully supplied with water from a strong spring at the foot of 
the cliifs, and inside the convent enclosure. It is said never to fail. The 
monks, 20 to 30 in number, are very hospitable, but have not much to spare, as 
they grow nothing but what has just been mentioned, and get their supplies 
every two or three months from Bush on the Nile by caravan. They are all 
Arab Copts, except one Greek Church monk who was staying there. 

The halt that night was made in the wady about 4 miles from the convent. 
A footpath (eight hours) leads through the hills to the other convent, but is not 
practicable for camels. 


2oth April .—The track followed this day was very stony and uneven as it 
runs as- close as possible to the cliffs, and is much cut up by small wadys from 
the cliffs close on the right. About midday the Shadwan (?) lighthouse was 
right in front, and the track turned southwards over a ridge and ran along the 
low sandy tract close to the sea, and drew gradually nearer to the hills. 

April .—This morning the way lay up small wadys. Wady Dayr being 
the principal and about 200 yards wide. The ground rose steadily and scrub 
and firewood became very scarce. After passing a small zigzag gorge about a 
mile long the convent of St. Paul was reached. In appearance within and 
without, in mode of entrance, of living, and of subsistence, this convent was 
precisely the same as that already described, but a good deal smaller. The 
water supply is not so good or plentiful but very fair. Some of it after being 
carried in galvanized iron water-bottles for two or three days threw down an 
ochreous red precipitate, suggesting possibly some vegetable contamination. 
There are two springs, one inside and one outside. The monks were extremely 
hospitable. Halted for the night 2 miles from the convent in Wady El Sigallam. 
Fuel, not much forage. 


27f/i April .—Track in the morning up and down crossing numerous wadys 
draining to the Eed Sea. At the head of Wady El Thahal the Arabs said 
there was a spring of water. 

Shortly beyond this the granitic chains of mouutams begin, and in the 
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distance (south) is seen the sharply serrated peaks of Jehel Gharib, 8,000 feet 
(Sclmeinfurth). The cast flanks of the chain are of red felstone porphyry, 
and the central axis a white and grey granite. They present a striking con¬ 
trast, with their sheer sides and jagged peaks, to the cliffs bounding the high 
plateau of the limestone area. 

Halted for the night under Jebel Om El Tennasab El Hamra which rose 
about 2,000 feet at least above us. The Arabs explained that in the mountains 
each main drainage area has a name, e.g., Tennasab, and the peaks surrounding 
it and in it are called Om El Tennasab, while the main and tributary wadys 
draining the area are called Abu El Tennasab, though some of the tributary 
waclys may have distinct names if of unusual size or containing a well or some 
such reason. 


28t/i April .—This day, just before the ridge dividing the Gazala from 
the northern drainage areas, the guide showed a copper lode, very small, but 
evidently worked by the Arabs, as there were traces of a fire, and I picked up 
a small piece of slag. All the previous day I had found, from time to time, in 
the wady pieces of rock, containing small quantities of green carbonate of 
copper. The next ridge dividing the Hanshieh drainage area from the Gazala, 
was the worst part of the whole road and would be very difficult for horses, but 
they could be got over with care, the track being very steep and stony. Just 
below this in a wady draining east was a rock spring, a small hole about 

6 feet by 10 feet, and 2 feet deep, at most, with beautifully clear water, Hfmshieh. 
we watered the camels and filled seven water-skins, but there was no appreciable 
diminution in the water. 


2dth April — To-day the track turned north and west from the main wadv 
Hanshieh, and at an altitude of 2,6o0 feet above the Red Sea, we passed from 
the granite area on to the limestone plateau (Hammada). On this side, instead 
of the granite rising abruptly from the sand as on the east side, the limestone 
rests on the flanks of the granite, and there no sudden drop at the junction. 

From now to the Nile the fall is slow and regular, with the cliffs of the 
southern Gallala on the right. The surface of the 
and sound, and very good travelling. 


plateau as usual was firm 


SOth April —This morning we reached an excellent well 20 feet by 60 feet Well, 
and 10 feet deep in the centre at least, and fed apparentl 
water w'as cold and very good. Cliffs 150 feet high rise up 
forming wady 

Here one camel had to be left behind with some Arabs of the Maazi 
tribe, as it was sick. Near this well must be the head-quarters of a consider¬ 
able number of the tribe, as during our halt some men and bo^^s came driving 
upwards of 60 camel, many young, to the water. 

'j’his is the last water before the Nile is reached, and the track leads over 
a slowly falling plateau, intersected by tributary w adys from the higher plateau 
on the north. After the first day fuel and forage became very scarce, and then 
failed altogether for 30 hours before the Nile valley was reached at 11.30 on 
3rd Mav. 

Except in the mountains the track is marked for the greater part of the 
way by small cairns of stones. The aneroid heights closed very well, and were 
taken every half-hour. At each halt the instrument w^as reset to eliminate any 
alterations of reading which might take place before starting again. 

The traverse sketch was plotted straight from my notebook, and then the 
distance between Beni Suef and Beni Hassan w^as measured on the Intelligence 
Department maps, and found to differ from mine by 4^ miles. 


by springs. The 
vertically round it, 


H. G. LYONS Lieutenant, 

Royal Engineers. 
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